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Severo was always very proud of the men 

he served with in the National Guard and 
loved them dearly. After his service in the 
Armed Forces and the National Guard, Severo 
was employed with the New Mexico Employ-
ment Security Commission for 39 years. His 
faithful and dedicated public service assisted 
many New Mexico Veterans and citizens to 
obtain employment and helped start new ca-
reers for them throughout New Mexico. 
Severo is a life member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, a life member and charter 
member of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, Patrick Hurley Chapter. 

To Severo’s grandchildren: David, Will, 
Meagan, Ashley and Natalie, your grandfather 
lived through 90 years of extraordinary events 
throughout our country and world. His service 
during World War II and the Korean Conflict 
helped contribute to the preservation of de-
mocracy and freedom that exist today. That is 
something you should all be very proud of him 
for—in addition to the love he held for each of 
you as a proud grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend my con-
dolences to his children Vince, Norie, Kate, 
Becky, and the whole Martinez Family. I ask 
that my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives join me in honoring the memory and life 
of a proud veteran, proud father, proud grand-
father and New Mexican—Severo Martinez. 
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HONORING GRETCHEN JENKINS ON 
THE COMPLETION OF HER IN-
TERNSHIP 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many contributions Gretchen 
Jenkins has made while interning in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. Gretchen, a resident of 
Lebanon, Tennessee, has been a wonderful 
addition to the office and a great servant to 
the constituents of Tennessee’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. 

Gretchen must now return to the Volunteer 
State, where she soon will begin her junior 
year at my alma mater, Middle Tennessee 
State University. The political science major 
has been active on campus as a member of 
the Raider Democrats, vice president of the 
National Society of Collegiate Scholars and a 
columnist for MTSU’s Sidelines. 

Gretchen has gained a wealth of congres-
sional experience that I hope will serve her 
well in the future. During her time here, she 
has addressed constituent concerns, served 
as a friendly and informative tour guide of the 
U.S. Capitol, and has been first in line to at-
tend briefings given by some of our Nation’s 
brightest and most eloquent statesmen. 

I hope Gretchen has enjoyed her internship 
as much as my staff and I have enjoyed her 
presence in the office. I wish her all the best 
in the future. 

CONGRATULATING THE HICKMAN 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL ON 
BREAKING GROUND FOR ITS EX-
PANSION AND RENOVATION 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me today to celebrate a few 
wonderful new changes coming to the Hick-
man Community Hospital in Tennessee. 

Patients and visitors at the hospital will 
enjoy updated dining facilities and improved 
patient rooms to name just two of the en-
hancements that will improve the quality of life 
and the quality of care at the facility. 

A real team effort went into this project 
which was funded through corporate and indi-
vidual donations. The Hickman community 
came together, worked hard, and made this 
progress happen. They deserve recognition for 
this achievement which is the sort of initiative 
that has helped make the hospital a Critical 
Access Hospital. 

I also want to recognize Jim Houser, Jack 
Keller, their teams at Saint Thomas Health 
Services and Hickman Community Hospital, 
leaders in the community, and most impor-
tantly, those who pledged support and are 
making this project a reality. 
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM NUSSLE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. NUSSLE. Madam Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my support for today’s resolution (H. 
Res. 921) condemning attacks against Israel. 

Israel is a friend of the United States and a 
strong ally in the War on Terror. They have 
every right to defend themselves against bru-
tal terrorists who attack innocent civilians and 
bomb their cities. Terrorist groups like Hamas 
and Hezbollah rely on violence, fear, and ter-
ror to spread religious fanaticism and advance 
their political agenda. 

We will continue to defend the cause of 
freedom and stand up to evil terrorist regimes 
wherever they exist. Peace in the Middle East 
will not be possible until there is a permanent 
end to the violence by these terrorist groups 
and the countries that sponsor them. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly support today’s 
resolution. By taking action, the House of Rep-
resentatives is sending an important message: 
That we support our friends in Israel and we 
condemn the state sponsors of recent terrorist 
acts. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from the House floor during yesterday’s votes 

on H.R. 2389, which amends the Federal judi-
cial code to deny jurisdiction to any Federal 
court, and appellate jurisdiction to the Su-
preme Court, to hear or decide any question 
pertaining to the interpretation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance or its validity under the Constitu-
tion. At that time, the House also considered 
H. Res. 911 pertaining to deadly terrorist at-
tacks in Mumbai and H.R. 5683 regarding the 
Mt. Soledad Veterans Memorial. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
against H.R. 2389, and I would have voted in 
favor of both H. Res. 911 and H.R. 5683. 
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I share your concern about the grave nature of 
the ongoing violence in the Middle East. 

It’s good we are here talking about these 
very serious issues. I am pleased to see hon-
est debate about the nature of this conflict and 
the need to stand with Israel. But what else 
should this Congress be doing? 

It is vital that we engage one another in 
these critical days. With American military as-
sets already deployed to the region for the 
evacuation effort, and the risk of escalation 
high, we must work together to get this right. 

Passing this resolution, however, is only the 
first step. 

After expressing our will, Congress must in-
sist that the White House take our resolution 
and use it to encourage the international com-
munity to condemn Hamas and Hezbollah and 
expose them for what they really are—terrorist 
groups openly operating within the borders of 
democratically elected regimes. 

The recent events in the Middle East have 
troubled us all. The campaign by Hamas and 
Hezbollah to kidnap Israeli soldiers and launch 
rocket attacks in Israel has the potential to de-
stabilize the entire region and invite an ex-
panded conflict. 

Israel’s ongoing incursions into Lebanon 
should rightly be viewed as retaliations against 
Hezbollah—and not against the people of Leb-
anon. 

Like many of my colleagues, I have traveled 
to Lebanon and seen first hand the potential 
that country has. Like Israelis, the Lebanese 
want nothing more than to live in peace and 
prosperity. 

But as fast as a rocket flying across the 
Israel border, the dreams of the Lebanese 
have been put on hold. Once again, their pop-
ulation is held hostage by foreign interests. 
And once again, the threat to Israeli sov-
ereignty has forced an armed response. 

I agree with Secretary Rice that Israel has 
a right and obligation to defend its people. 
That is exactly what Article 51 of the U.N. 
Charter guarantees to all sovereign nations. 

As justified as their response may be, Israel 
must continue to be mindful of the effects, 
both physical and psychological, that their ac-
tions have on civilians in the region. 

There is substantial evidence that Israel has 
taken several measures to minimize harm to 
the civilian population in Lebanon. 
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This includes the dropping of warning pam-

phlets in advance of Israeli missions in civilian 
areas. 

It also includes the use of advanced weap-
onry that targets a military objective without 
harming civilians or civilian infrastructure. 

But we must be honest. When engaged in 
armed conflict it is difficult to ensure the safety 
of civilians. 

In fact, Hezbollah and Hamas purposefully 
operate in populated areas, often putting civil-
ians between heavily armed terrorists and the 
Israeli military. 

The effects of this type of warfare is also 
painful to Israel. 

As Golda Meir so poignantly stated,’’ When 
peace comes we will perhaps in time be able 
to forgive Arabs for killing our sons, but it will 
be harder for us to forgive them for having 
forced us to kill their sons.’’ 

As dire as events on the ground appear, 
there is room for U.S. leadership. The ques-
tion now is what form that leadership should 
take. 

The administration must swiftly do what it 
can to create conditions in the region that will 
open the doors to diplomacy. 

This Congress expects the President to 
work toward achieving this goal. Once more 
favorable conditions are created, it should be 
the administration’s priority to dispatch our 
senior diplomatic leaders, led by Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice to the region as soon 
as possible. 

I urge my colleagues to vote for this resolu-
tion. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 
921, which, among other things, condemns 
the recent attacks against the State of Israel, 
expresses the House of Representatives’ con-
dolences to all families of innocent victims of 
recent violence, and holds terrorists and their 
state-sponsors accountable for such attacks. 

On June 25, 2006, the terrorist group 
Hezbollah disrupted peaceful relations be-
tween Israel and Lebanon by crossing Israel’s 
internationally recognized borders and abduct-
ing two Israeli soldiers. Let me say upfront 
that I know from meeting with Lebanese Prime 
Minister Fuad Siniora that the Lebanese gov-
ernment is not able to control Hezbollah. How-
ever, this incursion provoked Israel to take ac-
tion to retrieve its two nationals, a response 
U.S. citizens would fully expect of their own 
government were it in the same situation. Un-
fortunately, escalating violence has led to the 
death of innocent civilians in both Israel and 
Lebanon. 

While pundits have voiced concerns over 
how ‘‘measured’’ Israel’s response was in this 
case, we must remember that this situation 
just scratches the surface of a deeply rooted 
conflict between Israel and a number of ter-
rorist groups such as Hezbollah, Hamas, etc. 
Since Israel withdrew from Southern Lebanon 

back in 2000, Hezbollah has terrorized and 
ravaged Israel’s northern border. 

Many have also called for a cease-fire. Rest 
assured, I welcome the cessation of all hos-
tility, but am concerned about whether a con-
ventional ‘‘cease-fire’’ is appropriate when 
dealing with a terrorist group that openly fires 
upon civilian populations. I believe that Israel, 
on the other hand, exercised due diligence in 
specifically targeting Hezbollah. However, 
even though many civilians have died in Leb-
anon, we must remember this task is ex-
tremely difficult to execute because Hezbollah 
hides among Lebanon’s civilian population. 
Hezbollah is cleverly aware that this makes it 
extremely difficult for Israel to target it. More-
over, at the bitter cost of innocent Lebanese 
lives, it rejoices at the public torment that 
Israel receives. 

There is no easy solution to this situation. 
However, our primary concern at this point 
ought to be to evacuate all U.S. citizens who 
wish to leave Lebanon as quickly and safely 
as possible. I have been personally working 
with a number of my constituents who have 
family in Lebanon to ensure their safe return 
back home. I ask the American people to 
stand in solidarity with all the families who 
have lost loved ones in this conflict. 

Madam Speaker, in closing it is truly sad 
that in this day and age a terrorist group like 
Hezbollah does not hesitate to point their 
weapons at innocent civilians. We must con-
tinue to support the return of Israel’s kid-
napped soldiers and push for a cessation of 
all hostility in any way that we can. I urge for 
an aye vote on H. Res. 921. 
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of this resolution 
and I rise in support of our friend and ally, 
Israel, during this critical period. 

September 11th was a defining moment for 
our country in many ways. In particular, it 
forced Americans to confront a new reality— 
that terrorists could cause massive destruction 
on our soil and that we are all at risk. Faced 
with this new reality, we resolved to fight—to 
go to Afghanistan with the aim of destroying 
al-Qaeda and removing the government that 
sheltered it. 

Israelis have been living with this reality for 
decades. Well-armed, well-financed and so-
phisticated terrorist organizations—backed by 
Syria and Iran—surround her. Hamas, Islamic 
Jihad, and Hezbollah have carried out thou-
sands of attacks on Israeli soil. They have 
strapped bombs to teenagers and sent them 
on suicide missions targeting buses filled with 
innocent women and children. They have 
launched rockets at Israeli homes and stores. 
And, they have murdered and kidnapped 
Israeli soldiers. They will stop at nothing to ac-
complish their one common goal: the destruc-
tion of Israel. 

Just as America does, Israel has a right to 
defend herself. Israel has a right to better se-

cure its borders, its security and its future. A 
secure Israel can not exist with Hezbollah con-
trolling the territory directly north of the coun-
try. A secure Israel can not exist with thou-
sands of katyusha rockets aimed at Haifa, 
Tiberius and other population centers in the 
North. A secure Israel can not exist with 
Hamas in control of the Palestinian territories. 

Israel is at war with these terrorist entities 
and we must stand by her. We have a moral 
obligation to do so—to stand on the side of 
democracy and freedom versus terror and 
radicalism. We must also do so because left 
unchecked, these terrorist organizations will 
continue to destabilize the region and use it as 
a base to foster global instability and under-
mine our national security. 

As the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, I 
will never forget what can result when the 
world fails to confront evil and terror. Passage 
of this resolution with strong bipartisan support 
will send an unequivocal message to the 
world—Hezbollah and Hamas are responsible 
for this violence, Israel has a right to defend 
itself, and the United States will stand with 
Israel as it confronts the evil and terror of 
Hezbollah and Hamas. I am confident that 
Israel will prevail in this fight. And, it is my 
hope that their strong actions against terror 
will ultimately lead to the peace and security 
that so many in the region desperately seek. 

f 

SCHOMBURG CENTER HOSTS A 
SUMMIT FOR HIP-HOP ACTIVISM 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter into the RECORD an article from the Vol-
ume 6 Edition of Africana Heritage magazine 
which highlights an event hosted by Dr. Cornel 
West celebrating the music genre of Hip-Hop. 
This panel based event, held on Monday, April 
24th, 2006, was titled ‘‘A Hip-Hop Revolu-
tion?’’ and it featured expert panelists from the 
academia, entertainment, and publishing 
spheres who gathered to address the issue of 
whether Hip-Hop music had the capability to 
serve as a tool for revolution. 

This event formed part of a four-program 
series, the ‘‘Leadership Forum Series: Higher 
Pursuits’’ taking place at the Schomburg Mu-
seum in Harlem, New York. This particular 
event that focused on the potential of Hip-Hop 
to serve as an instrument for social movement 
shed some light on contemporary perspectives 
on the evolution of Hip-Hop from a subgroup 
of African American music born to the New 
York borough of the Bronx, to one of the most 
popular genres of music around the world. 

To some panelists, the answer to this ques-
tion was positive. Writer Greg Tate held that 
Hip-Hop was just a manifestation of black peo-
ple’s way to transform their world. To him, 
Hip-Hip embodied a culture that produced 
leaders and prophets ‘‘to get us through the 
next plateau of our struggles.’’ On the other 
hand, Dr. Imani Perry, associate professor at 
Rutgers Law School, submitted that ‘‘Hip-Hop 
doesn’t exist as a viable social movement, but 
its music generates courage.’’ 

Whatever the case may be, facilitator Dr. 
West concluded and all the panelists agreed 
that Hip-Hop may perhaps offer the ‘‘sound-
track’’ for a movement. However, one should 
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